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Dear Members of the Appropriations & Financial Affairs Committee and the Health & Human Services Committee,

I am Peter Lindsay and I work at United Way of Mid Coast Maine. I am here representing the United Ways of Maine. We oppose many of the proposed changes included in the Governor’s budget that we believe will harm young children, families, our social network of services in Maine, and ultimately our current workforce and Maine’s future prosperity.  

I am here today specifically to oppose the proposed cuts that affect the early care and education systems in Maine.   The ten United Ways across the state have as one of our top priorities early childhood because it focuses on prevention, reducing costs over the long term, and because research shows that investments in early childhood are important for a healthy economy in Maine now and in the future, and for people’s health now and throughout their lifespan. 

We oppose the elimination of state general funding for Head Start programming and the proposed cuts to child care subsidies.  Child care subsidies assist parents who are going to school or are working.  Without this assistance, some parents will either need to quit their current job or place their child in a potentially unsafe child care setting.  These proposed cuts jeopardize children and – as the business people on our Boards have very clearly said – they will hurt Maine’s economy as they negatively affect Maine’s current working families and Maine’s future employees.  

Our United Ways have long supported the Fund for Healthy Maine.  The recent Commission that reviewed this fund has concluded that the Fund should remain and continue to support the same programs.  We have testified before you in the past in support of home visiting services, one example of a critical service supported by the Fund for Healthy Maine.  We believe that home visiting services provide the first step for prevention, to help families with parenting education in their own home, and to help them build a solid foundation for their child to thrive.  Last summer, Maine was awarded new federal funds because of Maine’s commitment to home visiting services.  We also are working locally in Midcoast Maine to expand home visiting services as an investment with the greatest possible returns, helping families and the economy.  To significantly cut the number of families served is exactly the wrong direction for our state to take.  We know that preventing health and education problems reduces the need for more expensive services later.  

As you well know, many Maine people rely on services to address difficult and important issues in their lives.  The budget discussion is in part about who pays in Maine.  Simply shifting the costs from state coffers to other sectors of the community such as to local property taxes, food pantries, charities and hospitals is not a solution.  I want to be clear that United Ways, even with very generous donors across the state, cannot raise enough to replace state funds.  But together we can invest in prevention and the people of Maine, thereby strengthening our economy, our current and future workforce, and reducing costs in the long term.  These proposed cuts undermine our collective efforts to have a healthy Maine and a healthy Maine economy today and in the future.    

Thank you for your time.  
Submitted by Peter Lindsay, United Way of Mid Coast Maine, 443-9752, plindsay@uwmcm.org
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